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  I grew up with parents who modeled 
Jesus’ saying, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”  For my 15th 
birthday, I wanted a 10-speed bicycle. I 
was so excited when my parents took 
me to the bicycle store and purchased 
a brand new blue Schwinn Continental 
bicycle for me.  I was even more 
appreciative when I found out my father 
didn’t buy a new suit or my mother a 
new dress so they could afford to 
purchase the bicycle for me.  I asked 
my mother, why we lived a life where 
we seemed to be barely getting by, 
when I knew my father’s career 
afforded us the opportunity to live a 
much better lifestyle.  She told me God 
wanted us to be generous with our 
finances even if it meant we had to 
sacrifice certain luxuries for our family.  

  In Acts 20:34-35, Luke records the 
Apostle Paul’s farewell message to the 
church elders at Ephesus. 
  “

You yourselves know that these 
hands of mine have supplied my 
own needs and the needs of my 
companions. In everything I did, I 
showed you that by this kind of hard 
work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord 
Jesus himself said: ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

  The Apostle Paul was passionate 
about sharing the Gospel message 
with those who did not know the love of 
Jesus Christ.  He even worked a job so 

he could provide for his own needs and 
help others in need.  He could have 
asked for support, but he chose to work 
to show he was more blessed to give 
others a strong spiritual foundation 
than to receive financial support from 
them.   

  This year our advent series is “Better 
to give than to receive”. 

  We want to apply it in a much broader 
context than just giving gifts to others 
during this Christmas season.  A truly 
God-honoring life must focus on giving 
in all aspects of life, not receiving.   

  In this edition of MV Life, we are  
highlighting some of our many unsung 
heroes that work behind the scenes by 
generously giving their time for the 
glory of God. They play a key role in 
our church living out our vision 
statement of “becoming a loving 
community, inviting and challenging 
people to move towards Christ”. 

  Looking back, it would have been nice 
to have Levi jeans instead of Sear’s 
Tough Skins, Adidas tennis shoes and 
not the shoes with four stripes, and a 
black Members Only jacket instead of a 
yellow one. But, I was given something 
more valuable than material items.  I 
was given a true legacy of generosity.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
Commitment Sunday  

Service 

December 11th 

 

Christmas Sunday  

Service 

December 25th 

 

Annual Society  

Meeting 

January 22nd @ 12PM 

 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 

9:00 AM 

Japanese Language 

Service 

9:30 AM 

Worship Service, 

Jr. High Sunday School, 

Kid’s Church 

10:00 AM 
 

(L-R) Church in the 

Park Service at Smith 

Park; Master’s Plan 

Dinner; Congratula-

tions to Fred and 

Cerina Tsen with 

their daughter 

Evangeline! 

BETTER TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE! 



 

There are many unsung heroes of Mission Valley, but one 
group that faithfully serves every week is the amazing team 
we have in our nursery. Our Nursery team, of Nancy Shiozaki, 
Cida Mino, Lynne Higashi, Roasanne Nakamatsu and 
Yumi Narusawa, help families feel welcomed and 
parents reassured through the love and care they show to our 
infants and toddlers. They give from their hearts so little 
children may know and experience the love of Jesus.  
Many families in our church have shared the reason why they 
stayed at Mission Valley was because of the love, support and 

trust they found in our nursery. New mother, Melissa Ling, shares “we really appreciate how 
welcomed [our son], Nathaniel, has been by those who serve 
in the nursery. They are always happy to see him and we 
know he's looked after by the kindest people. Their service 
has allowed us such peace to sit in service now and be able to 
focus on the sermon and meditate on God's word. We couldn't 
be more grateful for the nursery team!” 

 
  If you are interested in helping in anyways mentioned 
above, please let Kiki Honda our Family Life Coordinator know 
by emailing kiki@mvfmc.org.   

NURSERY TEAM by  Kiki Honda, Family Life Coordinator 

WORSHIP MEDIA TEAM by Pastor Phil Sakanashi  

 

 

 If you’re reading this, you’ve probably been blessed by attending 
one of our Sunday services or special events before. Whether 
you’re an occasional guest or a lifelong member, I’m sure you’ve 
noticed several things about our services: our awesome worship 
leaders and great musicians, passionate announcements made by 
Mako Seto, personal missionary sharing ’s and times of testi-
mony, and encouraging and thought provoking sermons from 
Pastor Dave and myself.  

  The truth is, although a handful of us are in front and lead from 
the stage, we really couldn’t do any-

thing without an amazing team of people supporting us in the 
background. The audio and visual team help make our Sunday 
service a reality. Having personally operated A/V before, I know 
it is a thankless job. Most people never notice the time it takes to 
setup sound equipment and prep the media slides for a service. 
Few see the clean-up and tear down after a service or event. 
Even fewer have thought about the time it takes to prepare 
slides for worship songs, announcements or the speaker’s points.  

  Here are the members of the Mission Valley A/V team who 
make it happen: Jenna Kim comes during the week to prepare 
media slides as well as help with worship, media, lights or other 
areas as needed. Sherwin Serrano and Robert Mino faithfully set-
up and operate our sound board and equipment. Craig Tanihara 
is in the back operating our lights. Leah Serrano and Steve Gar-
cia consistently do a great job controlling our media slides 
and James Ogata has recently started training so he can help 
with A/V as well. We also want to thank Ashlee Kimura, Jeff 
Lowe, and Anthony Gabrie who have helped our team in 
the recent past. Thank you all for your service! 



 

 
  
 

     
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 On August 21, 2016, Mission Valley Boy Scout 
Troop 568 reached a milestone by celebrating its 
1st  anniversary.  This coincided with the troop 
holding its first Court of Honor.  A Court of Honor is 
a ceremony held to recognize Scouts for their 
diligent work by awarding rank advancements and 
merit badges. This year has been a time of learning 
and adventure for the Scouts 
and their parents. We have 
been an active troop, going 
camping, orienteering, indoor 
rock climbing, and hiking. Along 
the way, the Scouts have 

served faithfully with Family Promise, been greeters before worship 
service, and assisted as set-up crew for church functions. The troop is 
led by Scoutmaster Remy Chu and Assistant Scoutmaster Ed Kunimasa. 
 
  "It is such a blessing to be able to mentor these Scouts and see their 
leadership skills develop as we guide them in the principles that are the 
foundation of the scouting movement," stated Remy.  "We are also 
grateful for all the encouraging and uplifting words we have received 
from the congregation and Pastor Dave's steadfast support 
of the troop," Ed added.  
 
  The Scouts are always seeking boys between the ages of 
11 and 17 to welcome as new recruits to join in the fun and 
adventure.  Plans are also underway to start a cub scout 
pack for boys 5 - 10 years of age. If you are interested in 
the Boy Scouts please contact Remy Chu at 
MVT568@gmail.com. 

 

BOY SCOUTS by Joan Kunimasa, Parent Chair 

 

  Not as glamorous but extremely important! 

  As Mission Valley treasurer, I am extremely 
blessed to have a team of six beautiful ladies 
who take turns and volunteer one to two 
hours of their time each week to help enter 
ALL the tithings in the computer and even 
make deposits at the bank. WOW!  These six 
ladies are Nancy Shiozaki, Lynn Higashi, 
Catherine Kimura, Carolyn Kimura, Yuri-
ko Katayama, and Rosanne Nakamatsu.   

Catherine Kimura helps count and also 
issues reimbursement checks and checks for 
our other bills on a weekly basis.  She’s the 

one that gets that job done! 

  Last but not least I have May Morris and Nelson Liu, my Finance Committee team, to 
help review the church’s monthly financials and annual budget.  They make sure we have 
policies in place and we don’t overspend our funds.   

  If you are interested in helping in anyways mentioned above, please contact Amy Wu by 
emailing amychowwu@yahoo.com.   

FINANCE TEAM by  Amy Wu , Treasurer 
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“Becoming a loving community  

inviting and challenging people  

to move towards Christ.”  

 

On November 5th, “The Master’s Plan - 
Bridging the Generations” capital campaign 
committee hosted an all-church, Appreciation 
and Celebration Luau.  Live music was 
provided by The Ohana Band of Ken, June, 
Kyle and Jason Arima.  The event was 
highlighted by Naoko Suga, Kim Yokoyama 
and Kiki Honda’s personal testimonies, 
hula dances by Pastor Dave’s niece, Kylie 
Minakawa and Matt Kimura & Fred Tsen 
of the design committee unveiled the state-of
-the-art drawings for Phase 2, focusing on the 
children’s areas.  Hawaiian food was prepared 
by Jayme Chan’s catering company plus a 
Yoshinaga version of Zippy’s chili.  It was a 
time of Thanksgiving and appreciation for 
God’s many blessings for the campaign and 
celebration of the lives that are shaped by 
God here at Mission Valley.    

 
The committee thanks YOU for your support 

through prayers and generous giving for the 
capital campaign.  Phase 1 is ending at the 
end of 2016 and Phase 2 will begin on 
January 1st 2017 and ends on December 31, 

2019.  December 11, 2016 is Commitment 
Sunday.  Pledge cards for Phase 2 will be 
collected during service.  We are striving for 
100% participation, through your prayers and 
giving.  You may think that your gift is not 
significant but every gift is appreciated and no 
gift is too small.  If you have questions about 
your Phase 1 contribution or balance, please 
contact myself (monicayosh@gmail.com) or 
May Morris (mmorris6512@yahoo.com). 

 
At this time of year, we also give thanks to 

the capital campaign committee for their 
dedication and service over the past three 
and a half years.  The committee members 
are: Pastor Dave Fukuyama (Senior Pastor), 
May Morris (Former Chairperson), Chet 
Yoshizaki (Design Committee), Mako 
Seto (Executive Administrator), Irene 
Ikeda, Delaney Morris, David Chien and 
Phil Chan. 

 
We wholeheartedly thank you again and 

let’s continue celebrating for God’s many 
blessings at Mission Valley! 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN by Monica Yoshinaga, Chair 


